Democrat challenger Josh Newman 
spearheads election race against 
Republican Incumbent Ling Ling Chang. 


SEE PAGE 3 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 


As Biden nears victory in the presidential race, 
Trump files lawsuits against three states. 
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ELECTION 


Young Kim leads close race against 
Congressman Gil Cisneros for the 39th 
District's congressional seat. 


SEEPAGE 2 


PROPOSITIONS 


California citizens voted on a number of ballot 
measures. Find out which propositions passed. 


SEE PAGE 
4 


ASSEMBLY 


Sharon Quirk-Silva holds firm lead 
against Cynthia Thacker in the race for 
the 65th District's State Assembly seat. 
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CITY COUNCIL 


The city of Fullerton will have at least two new 
city council members taking seats in December. 


SEE PAGE 


Fullerton residents 
vote at public library 


Voters and poll workers 
wore face masks and 
socially distanced. 


AYRTON LAUW 
Editor 


Fullerton locals headed home from 
school or work took a detour and lined 
up to cast their vote in person and in the 
drive-thru at the Fullerton Public Li- 
brary on Election Day. 

Voters and poll workers wore face 
masks and enforced social distancing 
as they only allowed a few voters to the 


voting machines at a time — all spread 
apart. Over one million vote-by-mail 
ballots were cast ahead of Tuesday in 
Orange County, according to the Or- 
ange County Registrar of Voters. As a 
result, local in-person voters only wait- 
ed up to 20 minutes. 

Most of the waiting times at the 
voting centers in Fullerton were less 
than 10 minutes, however, the library 
and the Gilbert Community Center 
averaged the longest wait times, each 
at over 20 minutes. 


SEE ELECTION | 6 


Honda Center holds 
largest voting site 


People had could vote 
inside the arena or in 
their car at a drive-thru. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editors 


Typically the hub of hockey and 
music entertainment in Orange 
County, the Honda Center had not 
held any events since March 11, but 
that changed when the arena became 
a “supersite” vote center on Oct. 30. 

Home to over 90 voting booths, the 


Honda Center served as the largest of 
nearly 170 voting sites in the county. 
People could not only vote in person 
but could also opt for drive-thru vot- 
ing or drive-thru mail ballot drop-off 
until 8 p.m. on Election Day, accord- 
ing to the Orange County Registrar 
of Voters. 

Inside the center, people had the 
option to use paper or electronic 
ballots. For most of the day, wait 
times to enter the center did not 
exceed 10 minutes. 


SEE ANAHEIM | 7 


Voters were able to vote in their car at the drive-thru voting station, located in the northside parking lot of the Honda Center. Jordan Mendoza / Daily Titan) 
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Congressional rematch in 39th 


District too close to call agair 


Biden nears 


Incumbent GihCisneros 
holds slight lead against 
challenger Young Kim. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 


Republican challenger 
Young Kim is slightly lead- 
ing in the race against Demo- 
cratic Incumbent Gil Cisneros 
for California’s 39th congres- 
sional District by 0.6%, ac- 
cording to projections by the 
California Secretary of State, 
making the final results un- 
certain as counties continue 
counting ballots. 

As of 10 p.m., Cisneros has 
136,742 votes while the 
former state assemblywo 
has 138,245 votes to rep 
the district which en 
es cities includ 
Buena Pag 


vening, Kim 
a 5% advantage 
sneros in Orange 
unty, despite falling be- 
ind in Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino counties. Accord- 
ing to the secretary of state, 
election results will not be 
certified until Dec. 11. 

When the two last faced 
off in the 2018 election, Kim 
held an advantage for a week 
before Cisneros took the 
lead, accumulating 52.6% 
of the votes to win the dis- 
trict after close to a decade of 


files lawsuits 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


Former Vice President Joe 
Biden is closing in on win- 
ning enough electoral votes to 
become president of the Unit- 
ed States, which would end 
President Donald Trump’s 
term in the White House, ac- 
cording to projections from 
the Associated Press and 
multiple news outlets. 

As of 11 p.m. on Wednes- 
day, Biden is projected to 
have 264 electoral votes, six 
short needed to secure the 


presidency, while Trump 
trails with 214 electoral 
votes. 


“Tt’s clear that we’re win- 
ning enough states to reach 
270 electoral votes needed to 
win the presidency. I’m not 
here to declare that we’ve 
won, but I am here to report 
when the count is finished, 
we believe we will be the 
winners,” Biden said during a 
press conference on Wednes- 
day afternoon. 

The only states yet to proj- 
ect a winner are Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Georgia and 


JOE BIDEN 2020 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Republican control. 

In March, Kim pulled in 
over 6% more votes than Cis- 
eneros during the primary 
election. 

Qn Tuesday night, Cisneros 
held a\socially distant car ral- 
ly alongside State Assembly 
candidate Andrew Rodriguez 
and State Senate candidate 
Josh Newman, where they 
each gave speeches as results 
came in. 

“In 2018 it took us 10.¢ 
before we finally fo 
that we won. I tha 
it’s going 
days be 


upport and 
ve been critical 
cess of this cam- 
~ I could not be more 
ateful,’ Kim said. 
Cisneros is a former navy 
lieutenant commander who 
won a $266 million lottery 
in 2010. When he took office 
for the first time in 2018, he 
helped Democrats take a ma- 
jority in the House of Rep- 
resentatives and grip every 
congressional seat in Orange 
County. 

With his fortune, he started 
the Gilbert and Jacki Cisner- 
os Foundation to help support 
Latino student success. Cis- 
neros ran on a platform that 
aimed to make higher educa- 
tion more affordable, keep the 
Affordable Care Act and re- 
form immigration policies. 


He has been criticized by 
Kim for claiming to want 
lower costs for prescription 
drugs despite profiting from 
prescription price hikes and 
trading millions in stock, 
2018, Kim said in a 
sion commercial 
ros does not 


an her political 
erving former Con- 
sman Ed Royce, who 
represented the 39th District 
from 1993 to 2002 and again 
from 2013 to 2018, as his di- 
rector of community relations 
and Asian affairs. In 2014, 
she became the state assem- 
bly representative for the 65th 
district, beating Incumbent 
Sharon Quirk-Silva before 
losing to her in 2016. 

Cisneros has criticized 
Kim for spreading false re- 
ports about him and for being 
funded by drug and insurance 
companies. 

A Cisneros advertisement 
accuses Kim of supporting 
President Donald Trump’s de- 
cision to sue and strip health- 
care from millions of Amer- 
icans during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The Daily Titan will con- 
tinuously provide updates 
on voting projections in Or- 
ange, Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino counties when 


(Jessica Ruiz / Daily Titan) 


presidency, Trump 
against three states 


North Carolina — any of 
which would give Biden a 
win — with Nevada being the 
only state he leads in. 

With the exception of Ne- 
vada, the mentioned states are 
part of the 12 battleground 
states. Biden is the project- 
ed winner of five of them, in- 
cluding Michigan and Wis- 
consin, states that Trump won 
in 2016. 

With over 72 million votes, 
Biden is also the most voted 
for presidential candidate in 
the country’s history. In the 
popular vote, as of 11 p.m. on 


Wednesday, Biden has 50.4% 
of the nation’s votes, with 
Trump earning 68.5 million 
total votes, giving him 47.9% 
of the presidential votes. 

After declaring a_ victo- 
ry on Tuesday night, Trump 
tweeted out on Wednesday 
afternoon that his campaign 
was claiming wins in four 
states that had not had yet de- 
clared winners. 


Trump’s campaign also 


filed lawsuits against Penn- 
sylvania, Michigan and Geor- 
gia, claiming voter fraud in 
all three states. 


Te Eee 


DONALD TRUMP 2020 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


In a speech early Tues- 
day morning, he criticized 
the counting of votes being 
stopped in some states late 
into the night and called for 
the counting of votes to be 
stopped in others. 

“This is a major fraud in 
our nation. We want the law 
to be used in a proper man- 
ner, so we'll be going to the 
US Supreme Court,” Trump 
said. “To me this is a very sad 
moment and we will win this. 
And as far as I’m concerned, 
we already have won it.” 
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Newman pulls ahead of Chang 
in 29th District State Senate 


Former state senator Josh Newman speaks at a car rally in Buena Park on Nov. 3. 


KARINA GUTIERREZ 
Editor 


As election night drew to a 
close on Tuesday, the former 
senator and Democrat chal- 
lenger Josh Newman pulled 
ahead in the highly-compet- 
itive race against Republican 
Incumbent Ling Ling Chang 
for a seat in the 29th Califor- 
nia State Senate District. 

In a historic swing district, 


CARLOS CORDOVA / DAILY TITAN 


the 29th District encompass- 
es cities from north Orange 
County, San Bernardino and 
Los Angeles counties. As of 
Wednesday night, Newman 
leads with 51.5% while Chang 
trails behind with 48.5%. 

“I could not be more en- 
couraged, could not be more 
grateful, could not be more 
excited about the prospect of 
representing this area once 
again,’ Newman said at an 


election night rally with Con- 
gressional Incumbent Gil 
Cisneros. 

This would be Newman’s 
second chance at Senator af- 
ter he won the race in 2016. In 
2018, he was recalled follow- 
ing his controversial vote on a 
bill that aimed to increase gas 
taxes, when Chang took his 
place in a special election. 

After the recall, Democrats 
lost the supermajority in the 


LING LING CHANG FOR STATE SENATE 


Senate, which cost them the 
power to override the gover- 
nor’s veto on a bill. In the pri- 
mary elections, Chang had 
received approximately 48% 
of the votes while Newman 
followed behind with over 
34%. 

Newman runs on a plat- 
form that aims to increase 
accessibility to resources 
for veterans, mental health 
and education. 


Incumbent state senator Ling Ling Chang runs for reelection. 


Running on a platform fo- 
cused on the state’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, Chang has maintained her 
position as district senator 
since 2018. 

Chang has yet to comment 
on the preliminary results. 

The results for this elec- 
tion will be certified by Dec. 
11, according to California 
Secretary of State Alex Pa- 
dilla’s website. 


Democrat leads State Assembly race 


Incumbent Sharon Quirk- 
Silva spearheads election 
against Cynthia Thacker. 


CAMILLE MANALOTO 
Staff Writer 


Democrat Incumbent Sharon 
Quirk-Silva holds a lead with 
57.9% with over 97,151 votes 
against Republican newcom- 
er Cynthia Thacker as she ac- 
quired 42.1% 

The race was long projected 
to swing in Quirk-Silva’s fa- 
vor as Democrats hold a dou- 
ble-digit lead for voter registra- 
tion in that district. 

The 65th District covers Ful- 
lerton, Buena Park, Cypress, 
La Palma, and parts of Ana- 
heim and Garden Grove. 

Quirk-Silva is currently serv- 
ing her third term in the State 
Assembly. Her first term was in 
2012, and after a loss in 2014, 
she was re-elected in 2016 and 
in 2018. 

Before being on the State 


) 


Assembly, Quirk-Silva was a 
teacher in the Fullerton School 
District for 30 years. She then 
began serving for the local 
government in Fullerton on the 
city council. She served on the 
city council for eight years, in- 
cluding two terms as mayor. 

During her time on the as- 
sembly, some of Quirk-Silva’s 
legislative | accomplishments 
include steps forward in educa- 
tion, public safety, transporta- 
tion, health care, homelessness 
and veterans. 

This term, her focus will be 
to expand access to affordable 
health care and boost fund- 
ing for school districts and 
infrastructures. 

Thacker is a retired busi- 
nesswoman from Buena Park. 
She has served as a commit- 
tee member for the Republi- 
can Party of Orange County 
and was president of the OC 
Republican Women for two 
years. 

Thacker’s campaign focused 


SHARON QUIRK-SILVA FOR ASSEMBLY 2020 


CYNTHIA THACKER FOR ASSEMBLY 65 


on creating and keeping busi- 
nesses in Orange County. She 
said that she believes the Re- 
publican Party supports equal 
opportunity, while the Demo- 
cratic Party supports equality 
of results. She shared that her 
campaign is a unique grass- 
roots campaign that focused on 


DAILY 


the people in her district. 
“Tam passionate about Re- 
publican values and _ being 
part of the Red Wave to re- 
turn California to a govern- 
ment that cares about peo- 
ple over Unions, public safety 
over lawlessness and encoutr- 
agement of individual success 


over government handouts,” 
Thacker wrote on her Face- 
book page. 

As of the primary elec- 
tion, Quirk-Silva was the fa- 
vored candidate in this race. 
Quirk-Silva received 57.7% of 
the votes, while Thacker re- 
ceived 42.3%. 
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California Proposition Results: 


As of 10:30 p.m. on Wednesday: 
PROP. 


IS 


PR 


PR 


PR 


PR 


PR 


Fullerton measures failing in early results 


“No” votes are leading 


_ voters while 42.1% voted Concerned Taxpayers, and issues. and use, has been op- 
both propositions as of “Yes.” More than 30,700 Gregory Sebourn, the for- During a city council posed by 58.7% of voters as 
Wednesday night. voters voted against the mer mayor of Fullerton, all meeting on Sept. 15, city 41.3% voted “Yes” for the 


EMILY DOWNER 
Asst. Editor 


As of 10:00 p.m. on Nov. 
4, both of Fullerton’s propo- 
sitions have not passed. 

Measure S, which would 
have allowed for a 1.25% 
sales tax increase for com- 
munity services, was op- 
posed by over 57.9% of 


sales tax increase. 

This measure would fund 
community services like 
street repairs, maintaining 
emergency responses and 
public safety. 

The sales tax rate will re- 
main at the current 7.75%. 

Bruce Whitaker, city 
council member, Jack 
Dean, the president of the 
Fullerton Association of 


signed in opposition to the 
measure, and argued that 
the revenue generated from 
the tax increase would be 
used to bail out city council 
management decisions. 
Supporters argued that 
this measure is projected to 
generate over $25 million a 
year for community expens- 
es at a time when Fullerton 
is experiencing financial 


manager Ken Domer said 
that without the passage of 
Measure S, cuts to the city’s 
expenditures every year 
would need to total $5 mil- 
lion in order to stay afloat 
and require an additional $6 
million in funding to main- 
tain the roads. 

Measure U, which would 
allow for the prohibition of 
firework sales, possession 


measure. 

Just over 31,200 vot- 
ers decided to allow for 
the continued use of fire- 
works in the city of Ful- 
lerton, with around 21,900 
votes supporting the ban on 
fireworks. 

Safe and sane fireworks 
will continue to follow Res- 
olution No. 2016-11, which 
was adopted in 2016 by the 
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What passed and what didn’t? 


California citizens voted 
on a number of ballot 
measures this election. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


Californians had 12 state- 
wide propositions on their 
ballots in the 2020 election, 
which included restoring the 
right to vote for convicted fel- 
ons and expanding local gov- 
ernments’ power to use rent 
control. Only five of the mea- 
sures were passed. 

Below is a rundown of 
some of the ballot measures 
that failed or passed. 


Proposition 15: Proper- 
ty Tax Increase to Fund 
Education 

Proposition 15 failed as 
51.7% of voters rejected the 
measure to require commer- 
cial and industrial properties 
to be taxed based on market 
values and not their purchase 
prices. 

This measure would have 
increased funding for K-12 
public schools, communi- 
ty colleges and local gov- 
ernments. Small businesses 
would have been exempt from 
personal property tax. 

Although the measure was 
supported by Sen. Kama- 
la Harris, Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
and ACLU of Northern and 
Southern California, Tom 
Campbell, the state director 
of finance from 2005 to 2006, 
opposed it as he said the mea- 
sure would drastically in- 
crease tax in California at the 
wrong time in our economy. 


Proposition 16: Repeal 
Ban on Affirmative Action 


As of 10:00 p.m. on Nov. 
4, both of Fullerton’s propo- 
sitions have not passed. 

Measure S, which would 
have allowed for a 1.25% 
sales tax increase for com- 
munity services, was op- 
posed by over 57.9% of vot- 
ers while 42.1% voted “Yes.” 
More than 30,700 voters 
voted against the sales tax 
increase. 

This measure would fund 
community services like 
street repairs, maintaining 
emergency responses and 
public safety. 

The sales tax rate will 


Proposition 16 failed to 
pass with 56% of voters re- 
jecting the measure which 
was meant to install affirma- 
tive action and repeal Propo- 
sition 209 of 1996. 

The 1996 measure prohib- 
its the consideration of sex, 
gender or ethnicity for pub- 
lic jobs and schools as many 
deem it to benefit minority 
groups, which means it con- 
tinues to stand today as it was 
not repealed. 

State Sen. Ling Ling Chang 
and the Republican Party of 
California opposed Propo- 
sition 16, while it was sup- 
ported by Sanders, Newsom, 
Twitter and others. 


Proposition 17: Restores 
Vote to Felons on Parole 

Almost 7 million Califor- 
nians voted to restore convict- 
ed felons’ ability to vote on 
parole and the measure was 
passed with 59% of votes. 

This means that California 
is joining the 19 states that al- 
low felons to vote; therefore, 
the parole status of a person 
will not disqualify them from 
voting. People with felonies 
must complete their prison 
and parole sentences before 
getting cleared to vote. 

Newsom, Harris, the 

ACLU of California and the 
California Democratic Par- 
ty are in support of this mea- 
sure. However, it was opposed 
by the Republican Party of 
California and State Sen. Jim 
Nielsen. 


Proposition 18: Allow 
17 Year Olds to Vote in 
Primaries 

Proposition 18 was one of 
the seven measures that failed 
to pass with 55% of votes 


remain at the current 
7.75%. 
Bruce Whitaker, city 


council member, Jack Dean, 
the president of the Ful- 
lerton Association of Con- 
cerned Taxpayers, and 
Gregory Sebourn, the for- 
mer mayor of Fullerton, all 
signed in opposition to the 
measure, and argued that 
the revenue generated from 
the tax increase would be 
used to bail out city council 
management decisions. 
Supporters argued that 
this measure is projected to 
generate over $25 million a 


rejecting it. 

This measure was pro- 
posed to allow 17 year olds 
the ability to vote in primary 
and special elections as long 
as they turned 18 years old by 
the general election. Since it 
failed, people still must be at 
least 18 years old to vote. 

The Orange County Reg- 
ister Editorial Board was in 
opposition of this measure ar- 
guing that there are plenty of 
other ways for young people 
to get involved in the political 
process. 


Proposition 21: Expand 
Rent Control by Local 
Governments 


Proposition 21 failed to 
pass with 59.7% of people 
voting “No.” 

This measure would have 
allowed local governments 
to adopt rent control and per- 
mit landlords to increase their 
rental rates by 15% during 
the first three years follow- 
ing vacancy, according to 
Ballotpedia. 

Those in favor  includ- 
ed. Sanders, the California 


Measure S 


57.9% 
NO 


Democratic Party and Black 
Lives Matter (Los Angeles). 
Newsom was opposed to 
this ballot as he said it would 
increase the risk of discour- 
aging availability of afford- 
able housing in California. 


Proposition 22: Define 
App-Based Drivers as Inde- 
pendent Contractors 

Proposition 22 passed with 
58% of “Yes” votes and 41.6% 
“No” votes. 

This measure supported 
by Lyft, Instacart, Doordash, 
Postmates and Uber will al- 
low app-based _ transporta- 
tion and delivery drivers to 
be considered as independent 
contractors, not employees. 

App-based drivers can ex- 
pect insurance for the driv- 
er’s spouse, children or oth- 
er dependents if the driver 
dies while using the app. It 
will also require companies 
to cover at least $1 million in 
medical expenses and lost in- 
come while a person is online 
working for the company. 


For more information 
about each ballot, visit 
Ballotpedia. 
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Measure U 


58.7% 


NO 
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_ Titan Student Union 


opens for the election 


Nov. 3 marked the 
first day the building 
opened since March. 


DIANA JARRAH 
Staff Writer 


On Tuesday, Cal State 
Fullerton students and lo- 
cal community members 
showed up to vote for the 
2020 election at the Titan 
Student Union. 

With poll workers and 
staff clad in masks and face 
shields, voters were not 
only able to vote in person, 
but had the option to drop 
off their ballots inside or 
through a ballot drive-thru 
which was located outside of 
the TSU. 

“Particularly because 
we're a State institution, we 
wanted to make sure that we 
had an accessible facility 
for the community at large 
as well as the students,” 
said Carrie Stewart, interim 


associate vice president 
for Government and Com- 
munity Relations at CSUF. 
“Also, we have the local 
community members who 
we really encourage civic 
engagement,” 

With a large local student 
population, Stewart said that 
having a voting center on 
campus made it convenient 
for the student body to vote 
in person. 

Most of the voters 
casted their votes 
ed to use traditional vot- 
ing booths. Stewart said 
that some were first-time 
voters. 

“TI think the opportunity to 
vote in person, it helps vali- 
date the experience,” Stew- 
art said. 

With a record number of 
more than one million Or- 
ange County residents vot- 
ing early in the 2020 elec- 
tion, voters appeared in a 
steady flow throughout the 
day with primarily low wait 
times at the TSU. 


who 
opt- 


Grace Klingsberg, a first- 
time voter and Fullerton res- 
ident, said “This is my first 
time voting, so I just feel 
more comfortable coming in 
person, and since I’ve nev- 
er voted before, it’s cool to 
come and see it.” 

In between ballots, staff 
members frequently sani- 
tized each booth to ensure 
the safety of all voters. The 
university also provided 


The Titan Student Union closed in March when the university went virtual. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


several booths and addition- 
al masks for voters in need 
of face coverings. 

“The ballot boxes are pret- 
ty far apart, so it’s not like 
anybody can see what you’re 
doing and with COVID, you 
get a nice space in between,” 
Klingsberg said. 

Those who showed up in 
person were pleased with 
their overall experience. 


Along with the 12 


statewide propositions 
on the ballot this year, 
voters expressed the im- 
portance of voting. 

“T think it’s better to vote; 
that way you have some 
choices to make and if a 
proposition goes through or 
a law gets pushed through 
and you didn’t like it, it’s 
like ‘Oh well you didn’t vote 
for it,” said Brandon Reli- 
ford, a Fullerton resident. 


Election: Library sets safety measures 
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With 13 voting cen- 
ters and six ballot drop- 
box locations within three 
miles of Cal State Fuller- 
ton, locals expressed that 
the public library location 
was convenient for them as 
many lived close by. 

“Tm only 30, so I’ve only 
had a few elections, and all 
of those, pre-COVID, it 
would take a long time and 
it would just be like an end- 
less amount of people, so it 
would be like probably like 
a good hour you’d be there, 


but this was like two sec- 
onds,” said RC Apodaca, 
Fullerton resident and stu- 
dent at Fullerton College. 

Frank Miranda, who 
lives only a block away 
from the public library 
polling center, said he was 
proud that he was able to 
vote at a location so close 
to him. He added that be- 
cause it was so close and 
believed there were more 
places to vote this elec- 
tion, there was no excuse 
not to. 

“Tm very 


lucky that 


If you know, 


you know. 


(the voting center) is down 
here. I’m glad that I got to 
walk here and to be a part 
of it and drop my vote off,” 
Miranda said. 

Although the current po- 
litical climate is conten- 
tious, Miranda added that 
voting is a unifying action 
for everyone. 

Javier Franco of Ana- 
heim, dressed in his work 
uniform, was on his way 
home from work in San- 
ta Fe Springs and dropped 
off his ballot at the library, 
noting that it was one of the 
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more convenient places to 
go to. He said that voting is 
important, as the citizens 
can show the politicians 
who were elected how they 
feel about policies. 

“TI feel like a lot of pol- 
iticians, at the end of the 
day, are not offering any- 
body and they think that 
just because you're either 
a Democrat or Republican, 
you're automatically given 
that vote because of that,” 
Franco said. 

Registered voters totaled 
over 76,000 residents in 


Fullerton, with over 40% 
registered as Democrats 
and over 31% as Repub- 
licans, according to data 
from the Orange County 
Registrar of Voters. 

Franco said that even 
though voters may be reg- 
istered under a certain par- 
ty, that doesn’t mean they 
should ignore what the op- 
posing party may offer its 
constituents. 

“Let’s all put in our part. 
Let’s at least say that we 
tried, we did all we could, 
it’s better to do that than 


Monday mornings just got 
more interesting. Sign up 
for this week's top stories 


from the Daily Titan. 


Be in the know. 
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Enedina Chhim, the reg- 
istrar’s lead staff member for 
the Honda Center, said that 
the arena was able to become 
a voting site after coordinat- 
ing with the arena staff and 
the Anaheim Ducks, who 
play their home games at the 
center. 

“They made it really easy for 
us as well. They were able to 
work with us, they understood 
our needs as far as setting up 
a voting location right,’ Chhim 
said. “They were very helpful 
all the way through and contin- 
ue to be very supportive.” 

Chhim added that voters 
were excited about being able 
to vote at the arena, as many 
stadiums across the country 
have served as polling places. 
She said it was a unique expe- 
rience, considering how some 
people took full tours of the 


voting booths and the drive-th- 
ru voting in the northside park- 
ing lot, just to see what was 
offered. 

For the drive-thru option, 
voters would drive up to one of 
the canopies where a poll vol- 
unteer would verify their infor- 
mation and voter registration. 
Once verified, voters were 
handed a ballot and could park 
at any marked parking space 
to fill out their ballot, without 
having to get out of their car. 

Once their ballot was filled 
out, voters dropped it off at an- 
other canopy near the exit be- 
fore leaving the parking lot. 
Being the first-ever drive-th- 
ru voting place in the coun- 
ty, Chhim said it was one of 
the challenges that came with 
organizing the polling place, 
as she needed to figure out 
how many lanes were needed 
and what services would be 


offered, as well as training vol- 
unteers on voter safety. With 
the COVID-19 pandemic still 
raging across the country, so- 
cial distancing measures and 
hand sanitizer dispensers were 
implemented wherever people 
chose to vote. 

Before voters filled out their 
ballots in a voting booth or on 
an electronic ballot, polling 
volunteers sanitized each sta- 
tion. After getting off of work, 
Sabrina Rodriguez, a 32-year- 
old Stanton resident, was im- 
mediately on her phone in 
search of a vote center, soon 
learning that the Honda Center 
was an option. She found her 
overall experience to be very 
exciting, as staff expressed 
friendly attitudes throughout 
the voting process and cheered 
people on as they exited. Da- 
vid Alaniz and Sharona Tetit- 
la, both 27-year-old Anaheim 


residents, said they were look- 
ing for a quick voting experi- 
ence and figured the size of the 
Honda Center would ensure 
that. 

“T saw that it’s the biggest 
place you can vote at in Orange 
County,” Tetitla said. “When 
I heard that I was like, ‘oh it’s 
probably going to be faster.” 

Tetitla said her voting expe- 
rience at the arena evoked feel- 
ings of nostalgia as she rem- 
inisced on previous concert 
memories. She added that the 
wait time was shorter than she 
expected. 

“T think it’s a really cool 
use of space considering that 
they’re not doing anything else 
with it,’ Alaniz said. 

Alaniz and Tetitla said they 
were both pleased with the 
overall experience and ap- 
preciated the custom Ducks 
“IT Voted” stickers the center 


offered. Alaniz said he regrets 
his decision not to vote in the 
last election, but now he made 
sure his voice would count. 
Stewart Samuels, a 52-year- 
old Orange resident, said he 
had taken his son to see the 
Harlem Globetrotters at the 
arena before and was happy 
that it was being used as a vot- 
ing center, given the lack of 
events due to COVID-19. Like 
previous comments, Samuels 
found his voting experience to 
be surprisingly good, in refer- 
ence to the friendly staff. He 
said that it was important to 
vote for change in this election 
and to bring the country to- 
gether rather than dividing it. 
“Right now we need more 
unity in our country more than 
anything else,’ Samuels said. 
“T think it’s very important to 
vote right now, more than any 
other time [’ve ever done it.” 


An Orange County resident votes inside their car at the Honda Center on Nov. 3. (Therese Lim / Daily Titan) 


The exterior of Fullerton City Hall. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


Fullerton prepares to 
accept Nick Dunlap and 
Fred Jung in December. 


NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


On the second day of election 
results, Fullerton’s City Council 


race results scarcely moved in 
a small update released by the 
Orange County Registrar of 
Voters. 

In the city’s Ist District, city 
commissioner Fred Jung main- 
tained his lead over Andrew 
Cho, hanging on to 51.6% with 
over 73.5% of the county’s total 
votes counted. Cho has lagged 


behind Jung through all the re- 
sults, but made up some ground 
last night. 

Nick Dunlap will be the city 
councilman for the city’s 2nd 


District, with a double-dig- 
it lead in returns over his near- 
est opponent. A self-professed 
libertarian and lifelong Fuller- 
ton resident, Dunlap has called 


for bringing more business to 
the city to help boost the city’s 
small tax revenue. 

In the 4th District, Council- 
man Bruce Whitaker hung onto 
the lead he developed late last 
night after initially lagging be- 
hind challenger Aaruni Thakur 
in the first several rounds of re- 
sults, with a 3.5% gap between 


to join city council 
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the two. Whoever wins will join 
incumbent Councilmen Ah- 
mad Zahra and Jesus Silva on 
the dais, establishing a brand 
new council majority as Mayor 
Jennifer Fitzgerald and Coun- 
cilwoman Jan Flory decided to 
step out of public office. 

This race also completes the 
city’s move to district voting. 
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a nation to 


bring about change 
EDITORIAL 


As vote counts start to trickle in and states swing back 
and forth from red to blue, the election has kept Ameri- 
cans’ heads spinning and unsure of the country’s fate in an 
exhausting year. 

The electoral votes are almost split with 264 for Joe 
Biden and 214 for Donald Trump as of Wednesday 6:48 
p.m. PST, according to the Associated Press. This uncer- 
tain election night shows how far we have to go to reach 
any sense of unity and sanity. 

We may not know the final results of the election days or 
even weeks from now, but regardless of who wins, we need 
to see drastic change in this country. It does not matter if 
Trump is re-elected, it does not matter if Biden is elected; 
through all we have endured, this country remains incred- 
ibly divided to the point of domestic terrorism among dif- 
ferent radical groups. 

This year alone, civil unrest and COVID-19 have plagued 
the country. The unrest has pushed the nation to the point 
of citizens and businesses bracing for protests no matter 
who is elected, while the pandemic has substantially af- 
fected low-income communities. Tensions are high and 
the fact of the matter is that whoever wins the presidential 
election cannot please every voter or fix each of the na- 
tion’s deep-seated issues. 

As much as the country expects the president to fix any 
issues we have, the dependency on our commander-in-chief 
to be our problem solver is far too great. We cannot rely on 
another old white man to be the saving grace of the United 
States. 

There’s no question that many of us are worried and 
stressed about what is to come in the next few months. 
More than 80% of registered voters said they believe that 
the winner of this election really matters, which is the 
highest percentage in the past 20 years, according to a poll 
from Pew Research. 

Despite feeling helpless as we anxiously wait to hear the 
outcome of the election, an opportunity to show that we 


are capable of making waves across social, economic and 
political matters may follow. Change is collective, and re- 
gardless of which candidate emerges as the next president, 
every person is capable of spurring it. 

Even though these results are bound to bring about more 
animosity, we can attempt to make progress by show- 
ing each other compassion and organizing among our 
communities. 

This does not have to be in the form of a grand gesture 
— not everyone has the means to lead movements or do- 
nate money. It can be as simple as having a deeper conver- 
sation with a family member, or bringing awareness to on- 
going issues in the community. 

These actions may seem small to some, but even though 
the heartening ripple effects are not always seen, it does 
not mean that they are insignificant. 

In such a polarized nation, unity can seem unattainable. 
Even doing simple tasks, such as wearing a piece of fabric 
over your mouth and nose, have become a political state- 
ment. Many Americans may feel as though every decision 
they make implies that they are taking sides or choosing 
one political affiliation over the other. Yet, this kind of 
mindset does us a disservice in upholding the belief that 
our differences will always outweigh our commonalities. 

Despite the state of division that America seems to be 
in, people across the country and throughout our history 
have shown time and again that if we come together, it can 
have lasting effects on our legislation and how we move 
forward. 

It’s important to recognize the role that each of us can 
play in generating change. Our work to build a stronger na- 
tion will continue long after the race is called. The neces- 
sity for reform will not be quenched just because one per- 
son won an election. 

This need will only be exemplified and it will take a lot 
more than a single administration to make progress happen 
— it’ll take a nation. 


= No voter should be turned away 


Identification laws and 
registration restrictions 
must be eradicated. 


JOSHUA BYFIELD 
Staff Writer 


It’s no secret that a prima- 
ry indicator of a democra- 
cy’s health and functionality 
is a high percentage of citi- 
zens participating in the po- 
litical process. After all, how 
can elected officials accu- 
rately represent and govern if 
the country’s citizens are not 
picking them? 

The simple answer is that it 
can’t — not accurately, any- 
way. Democracy requires 
near-constant care and main- 
tenance for it to continue to 
work as it should. 

As of Wednesday, the win- 
ner of the 2020 presidential 
election has yet to be decid- 
ed, but voter turnout skyrock- 
eted in the United States. 
Even if the overall numbers 
aren’t where they should be, 
this is a milestone still worth 
celebrating. 

An estimated 67% of el- 
igible voters cast their bal- 
lots in this election, which 
is the highest turnout for an 
election in over 100 years. In 
2016, 60.1% of eligible voters 
cast their ballots, nearly a 9% 
point increase from the 58.6% 
turnout in 2012, according to 
Michael McDonald, an as- 
sociate professor at the Uni- 
versity of Florida and the ad- 
minister of the United States 
Election Project. 

Regardless of who or what 
these votes are going for, this 
is a significant improvement. 


However, there are more 
ways that this can be bol- 
stered — starting with mak- 


ing voting easier, as opposed 
to inexplicably creating more 
obstacles. 

To raise voter participa- 
tion, there needs to be con- 
sideration for automatically 
mailing ballots to all citizens’ 
homes, abolishing voter ID 
laws and implementing auto- 
matic voter registration. 

This year in California, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
an executive order ensuring 
that voters are automatically 
mailed a ballot, even if they 
ultimately decided to vote in 
person. Shockingly, during a 
year haunted by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, California was 


the first state in the nation to 
do so. 

This order should be man- 
dated nationwide, to build 
on the momentum of record 
numbers of early voting this 
year, whether there is the im- 
minent threat of an infectious 
and potentially deadly virus 
or not. 

There are also 36 states that 
currently require some form 
of identification in order to 
vote. This is a strange require- 
ment considering that voting 
is a right for every citizen in 
this country, according to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

The alleged purpose of 
voter ID laws is to prevent 
fraudulent votes from being 
cast. However, the alleged 


prevalence of voter fraud has 
been debunked numerous 
times. If there is no fraud to 
prevent, then the only thing 
that voter ID laws seem to 
do is prevent disenfranchised 
people from voting if they 
don’t carry an ID with them. 
Turning away voters because 
they don’t carry a piece of 
plastic that has almost nothing 
to do with their status as an 
American citizen is unjust. 

This is the antithesis of a 
healthy and functional de- 
mocracy, and it needs to be 
eradicated on a nationwide 
level. 

If the country is going to 
continue seeing improve- 
ments in voter participation, 
it’s time for automatic voter 


registration to become a na- 
tionwide policy. Getting out 
the vote is hard enough with- 
out the unnecessary step of 
registering to vote. As many 
as 16 states are already on the 
right track toward automatic 
voter registration, but it still 
needs work. 

All of these aspects of im- 
proving voters’ rights don’t 
guarantee that more people 
will participate in the elec- 
toral process, they should be 
done regardless. 

The U.S. electoral sys- 
tem is flawed, but making 
our democracy better is 
our job. Encouraging more 
people to vote, regardless 
of who or what for, is the 
first place to start. 
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